
Agriculture and Natural Resources Newsletter
September 2020 Edition

Shannon Dietz, ANR Harris County Extension Agent, Shannon.Dietz@ag.tamu.edu

Fall is for Herbs:

LIP (Livestock
Indemnity
Program)       

Organic Corner -
Earth-Wise Guide
to Fire Ants          

Did you know?
Page 4

Links, Events,
Social Media    

page 1

page 2

      Page 3

page 5

In
This
Issue

Herbs are plants that are used as flavoring in foods.  The common herbs used in cooking are referred to as culinary
herbs.  Mild or savory herbs impart a delicate flavor to food, while the stronger or pungent herbs add zest.  Herbs are also
planted for their ornamental value.  

When considering to plant herbs, select a sunny, well-drained location.  At planting time, you should apply a slow release
fertilizer at the rate of 2 pounds per 100 square feet. 

Herbs can be annuals (live only one season) or perennials (grow back from their
root systems each year).  Annual herbs can be planted in an annual flower bed or 
vegetable garden.  Plant perennial herbs at the side of the garden where they will 
not interfere with next year's soil preparation.  

Care for the herb garden is the same as for a vegetable or flower garden. 

Watering:  Water as necessary during dry periods.  Generally, herbs need about
1 inch of water per week, either from rainfall or from irrigation.  Mulch will help 
conserve moisture as well as reduce weed growth. 

Harvesting:  The leaves of many herbs, such as parsley and chives , can be 
harvested for fresh seasonings.  Gradually remove a few leaves from the plants as
you need them.  Never remove all the foliage at one time!  With proper care, these
plants will produce over a long growing period. 
 
Drying:  After harvest, hang the herbs in loosely tied bundles in a well-ventilated 
room.  You can also spread the branches on a screen, cheesecloth, or hardware 
cloth.  Cover the herbs with a cloth that will keep dust off but will allow moisture to 
pass through.

For more information on herbs, and getting your garden ready for fall, please click on
the link:                           Fall Vegetable Gardening Guide for Texas
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Fall is for Herbs

http://ag.tamu.edu/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/browse/featured-solutions/gardening-landscaping/fall-vegetable-gardening-guide-for-texas/


Proof of death documentation
Copy of grower's contracts
Proof of normal mortality

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock deaths in excess
of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by
the federal government or protected by law. 

LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal
mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat
or extreme cold. 

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths were
directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable  through good animal husbandry and management. 

For 2020 livestock losses, eligible livestock owners must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss
is first apparent. 

Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 60
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred. 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, ie; Adult
Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle )less than 250 pounds) = 3%. These established percentages reflect
losses that are considered expected or typical under "normal" conditions. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, producers must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2021.

Additional information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: 

LIP (The Livestock Indemnity Program)

www.fsa.usda.gov
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Joshua A. Coleman, County Executive Director
United States Department of Agriculture Farm Services Agency

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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Published by, The City of Austin and the Texas AgriLife Extension - For the entire article please click on link below:

                                                                       Earth-Wise Guide to Fire Ants!

Neighborhood Ant-Out!
Organize your neighbors to treat fire
ants at the same time - you share the
cost of the bait and control the pests
rather than driving them from yard
to yard. For more information about

fire ant control visit:
http://fireant.tamu.edu

 If you have unwanted or banned
chemicals (Dursban or Diazinon) in your
garage, please take them for safe disposal
to a household hazardous waste facility. 

For residents of Harris County please
contact: (281) 560-6200

Harris County Hazardous Waste Facility
6900 Hahl Rd, Houston TX  77040

https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/organic/files/2011/03/fireants.pdf
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/organic/files/2011/03/fireants.pdf
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Did you know?...

New Texas hunting, fishing
licenses on sale now

All current hunting and fishing licenses,
except the year-from-purchase all-water
license, expire at the end of August, and
new licenses for 2020-2021 are on sale

now. 

>> Click to read more

Take a bite out of a Texas club

Join the club. The sandwich club, that is! 
 Because August is National Sandwich

Month.  See how Texas farmers stack the
flavors in each bite on Texas Table Top. 

>> Click to read more

https://texasfarmbureau.org/new-texas-hunting-fishing-licenses-on-sale-now/
http://tabletop.texasfarmbureau.org/2018/08/join-the-club/


The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion,
national origin, age, disability, genetic formation, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity throughout
Texas A&m AgriLife. Individuals with disabilities who require an auxiliary aid, service, or accommodation in order to participate in this meeting are encouraged to contact the County
Extension Office prior to the meeting to determine how reasonable accommodations can be made. 

"So Many Classes So Little Time"...

September 01-02, 2020 - Hemphill County Beef Conference

September 01-03, 2020 - Texas Groundwater Summit

September 09, 2020 - Texas Grass Gathering/Texas Gathering

September 10, 2020 - How to Submit a FY 20/21 RCPP Classic Proposal/RCPP Portal 

September 15-16, 2020 - Cattle Raisers Convention and Expo

September 15-18, 2020 - Gulf Coast Land Conversation Conference 

September 16-17, 2020 - Greater South Texas Conference for Women in Agriculture

September 21-22, 2020 - Texas Fruit Conference 

Contacts:
Shannon Dietz, ANR Harris County Extension Agent, Shannon.Dietz@ag.tamu.edu

Joshua A. Coleman, County Executive Director, USDA, Joshua.Coleman@usda.gov

Karissa Gaves, District Conservationist, NRCS, Karissa.Graves@usda.gov

Social Media/Websites

If you would like to unsubscribe to this newsletter, please submit an email to julie.menn@ag.tamu.edu

For questions please contact us at:
Harris County Extension Office

13105 Northwest Freeway, Suite 1000
Houston, TX  77040

(713) 274-0976

Harris County Extension 
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Facebook - Texas A&M Harris
County Ag & Natural Resources

Aggie Turf

Texas Department of Agriculture

https://www.hemphillcotxbeef.com/
https://texasgroundwater.org/texas-groundwater-summit/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/eventdetail/tx/newsroom/events/?cid=NRCSEPRD1629626
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/eventdetail/tx/newsroom/events/?cid=NRCSEPRD1630422
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/eventdetail/tx/newsroom/events/?cid=NRCSEPRD1630422
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/eventdetail/tx/newsroom/events/?cid=NRCSEPRD1630422
https://cattleraisersconvention.com/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/eventdetail/tx/newsroom/events/?cid=NRCSEPRD1619637
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/eventdetail/tx/newsroom/events/?cid=NRCSEPRD1619637
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/eventdetail/tx/newsroom/events/?cid=NRCSEPRD1623620
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/eventdetail/tx/newsroom/events/?cid=NRCSEPRD1600616
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/eventdetail/tx/newsroom/events/?cid=NRCSEPRD1600616
http://ag.tamu.edu/
http://usda.gov/
http://usda.gov/
http://tx.usda.gov/
https://harris.agrilife.org/
https://harris.agrilife.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyANR
https://aggieturf.tamu.edu/
https://www.texasagriculture.gov/

